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lowed to us as weaknesses, but enjoined on us as onr
bounden duty, and commended to us as our accept-
able worship. Where passages are so numerous,
there would be no end of particular citations. Let
it be sufficient, therefore, to refer the reader to the
word of God. There let him observe, too, that as the
lively exercise of the passions towards their legiti-
mate object is always spoken of with praise, so a
cold, hard, unfeeling heart is represented as highly
criminal. Lukewarmness is stated to be the object
of God's disgust and aversion; zeal and love, of his
favour and delight; and the taking away of the heart
of stone and the implanting of a warmer and more
tender nature in its stead, are specifically promised
as the effects of his returning favour, and the work
of his renewing grace. It is the prayer of an in-
spired teacher, in behalf of those for whom he was
most interested, " that their love," already acknow-
ledged to be great, "might abound yet more and
more V Those modes of worship are prescribed,
which are best calculated to excite the dormant af-
fections, and to maintain them in lively exercise; and
the aids of music and singing are expressly super-
added to increase their effect. If we look to the
most eminent of the Scripture characters, we shall
find them warm, zealous, and affectionate. When
engaged in their favourite work of celebrating the
goodness of their Supreme Benefactor, their souls
appear to burn within them, their hearts kindle into
rapture; the powers of language are inadequate to
the expression of their transports ; and they call on
all nature to swell the chorus, and to unite-with them
in hallelujahs of gratitude, and joy, and praise. The
man after God's own heart most of all abounds in these
glowing eflusions; and his compositions appear to
have been given us in order to set the tone, as it were,
3 Phil. i. 9.

